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CANADA  HAS  LARGE  POTATO  BUT  SMALL  HAY  CROP 

The  production  of  potatoes,  fodder,  and 
late- sown  grain  crops  in  Canada  is  generally 
larger  than  in  1943,  according  to  the  first 
official  estimate  released  October  11.  The  hay 
and  clover  production,  however,  is  somewhat  re- 
duced. The  potato  crop  is  estimated  at  79.2 
million  bushels, or  6.7  million  over  the  1943 
crop.  Acreage  was  slightly  larger  than  in  1943. 
The  production  of  mixed  grains  is  placed  at  53.4 
million  bushels,  which  is  well  above  average, 
and  is  50  percent  larger  than  last  year's  small 
harvest.  The  bulk  of  the  mixed  grain  is  grown 
in  the  eastern  Provinces,  where  weather  condi- 
tions were  much  more  favorable  this  season  than 
they  were  in  1943. 

Corn  for  grain  was  estimated  at  12.4  mil- 
lion bushels,  as  compared  with  the  average  of 
6.8  million  for  the  5  years  ended  with  1940,  and 
last  year's  crop  of  10.5  million  bushels.  About 
90  percent  of  the  country's  corn  crop  is  grown 
in  Ontario,  and  the  remainder  in  Manitoba.  Pro- 
duction of  alfalfa  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1943,  while  total  hay  and  clover,  as  estimated 
at  15.5  million  tons,  is  indicated  to  be  re- 
duced by  about  10  percent,  the  principal  reduc- 
tion occurring  in  Quebec  and  eastern  Ontario. 
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THE  WORLD  FOOD  SITUATION  IN  \9W 


The  total  world  production  of  food  in  terms  of  calories  in  1944,  according  to  present 
indications,  will  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  1943.  In  North  America  food  production 
will  exceed  the  previous  record  of  1942,  while  in  China  crop  production  for  food  is  expected 
to  be  the  largest  in  several  years.  In  the  Soviet  Union  it  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  last 
year.  The  increases  in  the  output  in  these  areas,  however,  may  be  offset  by  the  prospective 
decreases  in  the  Middle"  East,  North  Africa,  Chosen  and  Japan,  and  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 
In  the  European  areas  outside  of  the  Soviet  Union,  food  production  in  1944  is  expected  to  be 
about  the  same  as  in  1943,  with  slight  increases  in  some  countries  offset  by  slight  decreases 
in  others. 


In  the  Northern  Hemisphere,  weather 
conditions  during  the  1944  season  have  been 
generally  favorable  to  crop  production. 
Shortages  of  labor,  fertilizers,  and  other 
supplies  needed  in  the  production  of  agri- 
cultural products  have  partially  offset  the 
favorable  weather  prospects,  but  the  areas 
of  acute  crop  shortage  are  relatively  lim- 
ited. Crop  conditions  in  North  America  as 
a  whole  are  generally  good,  and  preliminary 
estimates  of  crop  and  livestock  production 
indicate  that  the  total  output  of  food  in 
1944  will  exceed  the  previous  record  level 
of  1942  by  approximately  5  percent  and  will 
be  about  43  percent  higher  than  in  the  pre- 
war period  in  19  35-  1939.  In  all  major  coun- 
tries of  North  America,  production  is  much 
higher  than  pre-war. 

The  acreage  of  bread  grains  for  the 
North  American  continent  as  a  whole  is  some- 
what larger  than  that  of  recent  years,  and 
high  yields  are  resulting  in  a  record  out- 
put. The  wheat  crop  is  far  in  excess  of 
that  of  any  previous  year  and  is  estimated 
at  about  1.6  billion  bushels  compared  with 
a  pre-war  average  of  about  1.1  billion.  The 
output  of  meat  in  the  current  year  also  is  at 
record  levels,  and  that  of  other  livestock 
products  will  not  differ  greatly  from  the 
large  production  of  1943.  The  potato  crop 
and  some  of  the  oil  crops  are  below  the  un- 
usually high  levels  of  1943,  but  the  1944 
fruit  crop  promises  to  be  much  larger  than 
a  year  earlier. 

European  Food  Production 
Below  Average 

3y  using  a  larger  proportion  of  their 
crops  for  food  during  the  war  years,  Eu  ro  - 
peans  have  been  able  to  maintain  the  quan.- 
tity  of  food  obtained  from  crops  at  about 
pre-war  levels,    despite   the  smaller  total 


production.  On  the  other  hand,  the  supply 
of  meats,  poultry,  and  dairy  products  has 
been  sharply  reduced  since  1939. 

It  is  too  early  to  make  definite  esti- 
mates of  the  total  1944  food  output,  but 
preliminary  indications  are  that  in  the 
European  countries  outside  of  the  Soviet 
Union  production  will  be  about  the  same  as 
in  1943  and  somewhat  below  the  pre-war  aver- 
age. Weather  conditions  were  generally 
favorable,  but  the  output  in  several  coun- 
tries has  been  restricted  by  wartime  short- 
ages, especially  of  fertilizer  and  labor. 
Total  grain  production  may  be  somewhat  lower 
than  that  of  1943.  Last  year  was  the  best 
year  for  grains  since  1939,  but  production 
was  about  8  percent  less  than  the  pre-war 
average. 

Root  crops  are  important,  both  as  food 
and  fodder  crops,  throughout  most  of  Europe, 
and  conditions  have  been  less  favorable  for 
them  than  for  the  spring  grains.  Total 
production  will  not  be  known  until  after 
harvest  in  October,  but  it  is  expected  to 
be  somewhat  above  last  year's  very  short 
c  rop. 

Since  the  considerable  liquidation  in 
1940  and  1941,  cattle  as  well  as  hog  numbers 
in  some  countries  have  increased  to  some 
extent.  On  the  other  hand,  hog  numbers  for 
the  Continent  as  a  whole  now  are  probably 
lower  than  they  were  in  1941.  Meat  output 
in  1944  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  below  1943, 
while  the  supply  of  dairy  products  probably 
does  not  differ  greatly. 

The  food  situation  in  individual  coun- 
tries in  Europe  is  particularly  uncertain, 
especially  in  countries  subject  to  further 
military  operations  during  the  remainder  of 
the  1944-45  season.  Normal  sources  of  sup- 
ply have  been  disrupted  by  invasion,  trans- 
portation facilities  have  been  destroyed  or 
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deviated  to  military  use,  and  black  markets 
are  extensive;  consequently,  the  limited 
supplies  of  food  probably  will  be  much  less 
efficiently  distributed  and  utilized  than 
usual . 

In  the  Soviet  Union  the  food- rationing 
situation  is  still  tight,  and  food  prices  in 
the  free  market  are  extremely  high.  The 
output  of  food  crops,  however,  is  somewhat 
higher  than  in  1943,  as  crop  conditions  have 
been  more  favorable  than  last  year,  and  also 
a  larger  acreage  was  planted  in  the  re- 
conquered areas.  Serious  shortage  of  draft 
power  hampers  agricultural  production,  es- 
pecially in  the  liberated  areas,  but  about 
two-thirds  of  the  pre-war  spring  acreage 
appears  to  have  been  planted  on  collective 
farms  in   the  Ukraine  in  the  spring  of  1944. 

In  addition  to  the  increase  in  crop 
production  in  the  Soviet  Union  this  year, 
the  food  situation  has  been  somewhat  further 
eased  by  the  fact  that  the  surplus  food 
production  of  eastern  Poland  and  the  3alkans 
is  now  available  to  Rjssia  instead  of  to  the 
Germans. 

Crop  Conditions  in  Middle  East 
and  North  Africa  Vary  Widely 

Crop  conditions  in  most  of  the  area 
along  the  southern  and  eastern  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean  have  been  considerably  below 
average  in  1944.  In  Turkey  and  Northern 
Iran,  crops  have  been  excellent  for  the 
second  successive  year,  and  the  total  food 
supply  in  these  areas  during  1944-45  may  be 
somewhat  in  excess  of  domestic  requirements. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  southern  Iran,  Pales- 
tine, and  Egypt,  cereal  crops  have  been 
reduced  by  unfavorable  weather  and  a  short- 
age of  fertilizer,  and  some  cereals  will 
need  to  be  imported  if  normal  consumption  is 
to  be  maintained.  The  production  of  root 
and  fruit  crops  in  these  areas  is  somewhat 
larger  than  in  1943,  but  the  increase  is  not 
enough  to  offset  the  decline  in  cereals, 
which  in  this  area  are  the  outstanding  items 
in  the  diet. 

The  1944  production  of  crops  in  the 
French  North  African  colonies  also  was  con- 
siderably below  average.  Instead  of  the 
normal  surplus  of  grains  from  this  area  a 
deficit  is  likely  during  the  1944-45  sea- 
son. 


In  the  area  of  Eastern  Asia,  total  food 
production  in  1944  is  likely  to  be  slightly 
larger  than  in  1943.  In  China,  growing  con- 
ditions for  the  wheat,  barley,  and  broad- 
bean  crops  were  better  than  for  any  other 
year  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Con- 
ditions for  the  fall  crops  also  were  gen- 
erally favorable,  and  total  food  supplies 
in  China  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  larger 
than  they  were  in  1943.  Crop  condi tions. in 
Manchuria  also  are  much  better  than  a  year 
ago,  and  production  is  expected  to  exceed 
the  short  crops  of  last  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  production  in  Chosen 
has  been  reduced,  as  a  spring  drought  re- 
stricted the  area  that  could  be  planted  to 
rice  to  about  85  percent  of  normal,  and 
yields  on  the  remaining  area  are  believed  to 
be  below  average.  In  Japan,  crop  conditions 
are  spotty,  but  in  general  weather  condi- 
tions for  crop  production  have  been  unfavor- 
able. There  are  indications  of  an  acute 
shortage  of  labor  and  fertilizers,  and  the 
total  output  of  food  crops  is  somewhat  below- 
average.  The  Japanese  fish  catch  also  has 
been  sharply  reduced  by  the  war. 

Southern  Hemisphere  Production 
Reduced  by  Drought 

In  several  countries  of  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  growing  conditions  during  the 
early  part  of  the  season  have  been  less 
favorable  than  a  year  earlier,  and  present 
indications  are  that  the  food  output  in  this 
Hemisphere  during  the  coming  1944-45  season 
may  be  considerably  below  that  of  1943-44. 
In  the  Southern  3ritish  Ebminions  (New  Zea- 
land, Australia,  and  Union  of  South  Africa) 
an  acute  shortage  of  labor  and  fertilizers 
and  unfavorable  weather  have  substantially 
reduced  the  prospective  crop  output. 

A  severe  drought  has  prevailed  over  a 
large  part  of  Australia  for  several  months, 
and  present  indications  are  that  the  current 
wheat  crop  will  be  the  smallest  in  25  years 
and  only  about  half  the  size  of  an  average 
crop.  The  drought  also  has  been  unfavorable 
to  livestock,  and  the  output  of  meats  and 
dairy  products  during  the  year  ended  June  30 
was  somewhat  below  the  goals  set  up  a  year 
earlier.  There  has  been  a  marked  expansion, 
however,  of  the  production  of  vegetable 
crops  on  irrigated  lands. 
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In  New  Zealand,  production  of  food  has 
declined  sharply  since  1940  and  in  1943-44 
was  below  the  pre-war  average.  Present  in- 
dications are  that  there  will  be  some  in- 
crease in  production  in  1944-45.  Cattle  are 
wintering  well;  fertilizer  and  labor  short- 
ages are  being  relieved  to  some  extent; 
better  prices  for  meat  and  dairy  products 
have  been  obtained  from  Great  Britain;  and 
various  subsidies  are  being  paid  to  stimu- 
late production. 

Conditions  for  the  1944-45  corn  crop 
of  South  Africa  are  not  known,  and  corn 
normally  makes  up  about  60  percent  of  the 
total  food  production.  There  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  demand  for  meats  in 
this  area;  and  although  an  increasing  number 
of  cattle  have  been  shipped  in  from  sur- 
rounding areas  for  slaughter,  the  supply  of 
meat  has  had  to  be  rationed. 

In  South  American  countries,  the  war 
has  accentuated  the  trend  toward  livestock 
production  and  toward  supplying  a  greater 
proportion  of  domestic  food  requirements. 
These  trends,    together  with  unusually  fa- 

LATE  COMMODITY 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS 

AUSTRALIAN  WHEAT  PROSPECTS 
DETERIORATE 

Further  deterioration  over  wide  areas 
of  Australia,  due  to  the  extended  drought, 
has  reduced  wheat  prospects,  and  estimates 
ranging  as  low  as  50-60  million  bushels  are 
now  being  reported,  according  to  information 
received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Relations.  A  crop  of  that  size  would 
be  only  about  half  of  last  year's  below- 
average  harvest  and  less  than  a  third  of  the 
average  for  the  10  years  ended  with  1942. 
The  previous  estimate  placed  the  current 
crop  at  around  65  million  bushels.  (Also 
see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  9.) 
The  crop  in  the  important  producing  State  of 
Victoria  is  considered  a  virtual  failure  as 
a  result  of  the  drought,  and  the  production 
in  that  State  is  placed  by  private  sources 
at   about   7  million  bushels.      The  average 


vorable  crop  conditions  in  1943-44  resulted 
in  a  very  high  level  of  food  production. 
Total  food  production  in  the  principal  ex- 
porting countries  of  South  America  in  1943- 
44  was  estimated  to  be  about  25  percent 
above  the  1934-1938  average,  with  all  coun- 
tries sharing  in  the  general  upward  trend. 

Reports  on  agricultural  conditions  for 
1944-45  indicate  that  production  during  the 
current  season  may  be  somewhat  below  the 
large  output  of  last  year.  The  greatest 
decline  in  crop  conditions  has  been  in  Ar- 
gentina, where  an  extended  drought  has  pre- 
vailed since  May.  The  first  estimate  of 
area  seeded  to  wheat  reports  the  smallest 
acreage  since  1935,  and  early  conditions  for 
the  crop  are  below  normal.  The  drought  has 
damaged  Argentina's  pastures  somewhat,  but 
so  far  there  have  been  no  reports  of  live- 
stock liquidation  or  loss  due  to  drought. 
Thus  far  in  the  growing  season,  crops  in 
other  countries  do  not  appear  to  be  seri- 
ously affected  by  drought,  but  conditions 
are  less  favorable  than  in  1943  when  they 
were  unusually  good. 

DEVELOPMENTS 

production  in  Victoria  is  around  37  million 
bushels.  Recent  rains  have  been  reported 
in  parts  of  New  South  Wales,  where  the  crop 
outlook  is  somewhat  improved  though  still 
below  average. 

ARGENTINA  REVISES  GRAIN 
ACREAGE  ESTIMATES 

The  estimate  of  the  1944  small- grains 
acreage  in  Argentina  has  been  revised,  and 
the  wheat  area  is  somewhat  smaller  than  was 
indicated  by  the  first  official  forecast. 
According  to  the  revised  estimate,  the  area 
sown  to  wheat  is  placed  at  around  15,390,000 
acres,  which  is  a  reduction  of  about  4  per- 
cent as  compared  with  the  previous  estimate, 
and  is  almost  10  percent  below  a  year  ago. 
Some  gain  in  acreage  had  been  expected  as  a 
result  of  late  seedings.  Seeding  was  re- 
ported to  have  been  curtailed,  as  a  result 
of  widespread  drought  conditions.  Excellent 
rains  were   reported  in  early  October,  and 
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conditions  were  said  to  be  improved,  even  in 
northern  areas  where  the  drought  had  con- 
tinued unbroken.  Ihe  condition  of  the  wheat 
crop  is  now  reported  to  be  favorable. 

The  acreage  seeded  to  feed  grains  is 
not  changed  significantly,  compared  with 
the  first  estimate.  Barley,  as  now  placed 
at  1,750,000  acres,  is  about  7  percent  above 
the  previous  estimate,  while  the  estimates 
for  oats  and  rye  remain  virtually  unchanged. 

DENMARK'S  CROP  CONDITION 
AVERAGE 

The  condition  of  grain  crops  in  Denmark 
was  about  normal  on  September  1,  in  spite  of 
a  slight  deterioration  during  the  month  of 
August,  according  to  recent  reports.  The 
condition  of  bread  grains  was  reported  a 
little  less  favorable  than  it  was  a  year 
earlier. 

Present  prospects  are  for  a  larger 
wheat  outturn  but  a  smaller  rye  production 
than  last  year,  as  the  result  of  a  shift 
from  rye  to  wheat  acreage.  The  indicated 
change  would  be  a  step  toward  a  return  to 
the  usual  relationship,  following  the  ex- 
pansion in  rye  acreage  due  to  the  almost 
complete  failure  of  the  wheat  crop  during 
the  severe  winter  of  1942. 

ECUADORAN  OUOTA  FOR 

DOMESTIC  RICE  DELIVERIES  REDUCED 

The  proportion  of  rice  which  Ecuadoran 
exporters  are  required  to  deliver  for  do- 
mestic consumption  has  been  reduced  to  an 
amount  equal  to  40  percent  of  the  total 
quantity  exported.  It  was  originally  pro- 
vided in  the  decree  of  June  22,  1944,  that 
for  the  amount  of  rice  exported,  an  equal 
quantity  had  to  be  delivered  to  the  National 
Development  Bank  for  domestic  consumption. 
On  August  15,  the  Minister  of  Economy  was 
authorized  to  fix  periodically  the  amount 
set  aside  for  domestic  consumption,  with  the 
result  that  the  amount  to  be  delivered  re- 
cently was  placed  at  40  percent. 

Rice  production  in  1944  is  estimated  to 
be  from  5,200,000  to  5,500,000  bushels, 
which  is  over  2,000,000  bushels  (60  million 
pounds  milled)  below  the  1944  crop. 


BUMPER  RICE  HARVEST 
IN  PANAMA 

An  extremely  large  rice  crop  is  now 
being  harvested  in  Panama.  The  favorable 
production  this  year  is  the  result  of  two 
factors,  the  excellent  growing  conditions 
and  the  Governmental  program  to  extend  cul- 
tivation. Rice  production  is  of  particular 
domestic  importance  in  Panama,  as  this  com- 
modity is  a  staple  in  the  local  diet. 

VEGETABLE  OILS  AND  OILSEEDS 

ARGENTINE  FLAXSEED  ACREAGE 
REDUCED 

The  second  official  estimate  of  Argen- 
tine flaxseed  acreage  is  4,767,000  acres 
compared  with  the  September  forecast  of 
4,848,000  acres.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  1943  were  5,995,000  and  5,643,000  acres, 
respectively.  Rains  on  September  30  and 
October  1  and  2  in  Santa  Fe  and  Entre  Rios , 
together  with  rain  in  c»*-her  areas  during  the 
last  week  in  September,  have  ended  the  dry 
weather.  The  duration  of  the  drought  and 
unreasonably  high  temperatures,  however,  may 
result  in  a  crop  failure  on  about  half  of 
the  sown  acreage.  Damage  is  compared  with 
that  of  1916,  when  only  48  percent  of  the 
area  sown  to  flaxseed  was  harvested.  The 
Argentine  Government  has  not  released  in- 
formation regarding  the  1944  flaxseed  out- 
turn, but  trade  estimates  range  from  24  to 
37  million  bushels. 

ARGENTINA:     fi  axseed  area  and  production, 
average  1937-1941,    annual  1942-1944 


AREA 

YEAR 

SOWN 

HAR- 

PRO- 

FIRST 
•  ESTIMATE 

SECOND 
•ESTIMATE 

VESTED 

DUCTION 

•  1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

•  1,000 
.  acres 

1,000 
,bushels 

Average  - 

1937-1941 

6,800 

7,039 

5,769 

58,  250 

1942   

6,091. 

6,  103. 
5,995 
4,  767 

5,612 
5,091 

53,067 
a/61,926 

1943   

a/  5,643: 
4,848 

1944   

Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
a/  Re v i  sed . 
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JAMAICA  COCONUT  GROVES 
DAMAGED  BY  HURRICANE 

The  Jamaica  coconut  industry  suffered  a 
severe  set-back  on  August  20,  1944,  when  a 
tropical  hurricane  swept  the  northern  coast- 
al areas  and  destroyed  about  1.5  million 
coconut  palms,  or  40  percent  of  all  those  of 
bearing  age.  The  effect  of  the  damage  will 
not  be  felt  immediately,  as  there  are  mil- 
lions of  coconut  on  the  ground  to  be  sal- 
vaged. Coconu tsproduction  is  not  expected 
to  equal  domestic  requirements  in  1945,  but 
the  existence  of  many  young  trees  in  various 
stages  of  growth  throughout  the  island  may 
enable  the  industry  to  meet  domestic  needs 
by  1946  and  produce  a  small  export  surplus 
by  1947. 

Jamaica's  export  trade  in  fresh  coco- 
nuts during  the  10  years,  1930-  1939,  aver- 
aged 35  million  nuts,  71  percent  of  which 
were  shipped  to  markets  in  the  United  States. 
Imports  of  fresh  coconuts  into  the  United 
States  from  all  sources  during  those  years 
averaged  50  million  nuts,  with  the  Jamaican 
coconuts  representing  approximately  half  of 
the  total.  There  is  little  possibility  for 
the  United  States  to  offset  the  loss  of 
Jamaican  coconuts  by  increased  imports  from 
other  sources  until  important  coconut  pro- 
ducing areas  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  are 
liberated.  A  considerable  number  of  fresh 
coconuts  are  sold. locally  in  Jamaica  for 
drinking  purposes. 

JAflAICA:     Exports  of  fresh  coconuts, 
by  country,    and  total   exports  of  copra, 
1941  with  comparisons 


COCONUTS  : COPRA 


YEAR  : 

UNITED 
STATES 

CANADA 

UNITED: 
KIN3-: 
DO'i  : 

TOTAL: 
COCO-: 
NUTS  a': 

TOTAL 

Average  : 

1,000 
nuts 

1,000 
nuts  . 

1,000: 
nuts  . 

1,000: 
nuts  . 

1,000 
pounds 

1930-  1934: 

29, 167 

',055 

1,  478: 

35,  146: 

5,931 

1935-  19  39 

20,  145 

10 , 8  38 

2,  442: 

33,  507: 

901 

Annual  . 

19  38   

18,601 

:  11,  530 

3,  193: 

33,  415: 

1,666 

1939   

15,405 

13,  335 

2,  597: 

31,  406: 

1,772 

1940   : 

6,064 

10,663 

744 

17  ,  494: 

0 

1941   

b/ 

:  b/ 

'  V 

17,  135: 

1,  333 

West  Indies  Yearbook.  a/  Includes  exports 
to  other   countries.      b/  Not  available. 


The  drying  of  coconut  meat  (copra)  for 
oil  extraction  apparently  accounts  for  60  to 
7  5  million  coconuts  annually.  This  estimate 
includes  about  20  million  nuts  used  by  fami- 
lies that  extract  the  oil  from  the  meats  by 
a  boiling  process.  Exports  of  copra  from 
Jamaica  have  declined  in  recent  years,  coin- 
cident with  the  expansion  of  the  locaT  copra 
processing  plants,  and  -now  seldom  exceed  1. 5 
million  pounds  annually.  Most  of  the  small 
surplus  was  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Coconut-oil  exports  are  insignificant. 

There  are  12  establishments  in  Jamaica 
processing  copra  and  2  factories  (5  before 
amalgamation  in  1940)  making  edible  oils, 
soap,  and  other  products  from  copra  or  coco- 
nut oil.  Imports  of  copra  are  prohibited  by 
law  since  September  2,  1933.  This  industry 
supplies  virtually  all  of  the"  island's  needs 
for  edible  vegetable  oils  and  about  half  of 
its  soap  requirements.  Local  demand  for 
coconut -oil  cake  for  use  as  cattle  feed  is 
strong  and  has  been  a  factor  encouraging 
expansion  of  Jamaica's  coconut  processing 
industry.  Production  of  vegetable  shorten- 
ing and  margarine  has  been  high  enough  since 
1940  to  provide  a  small  surplus  for  export. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

FIRST  OFFICIAL  ESTIMATE  PREDICTS  INCREASE 
IN  EGY°TIAN  COTTON  CR0° 

Forecasting  an  increased  production  of 
about  170,800  bales  (of  478  pounds)  over 
last  year's  crop  of  739,600  bales,  the  first 
official  estimate  of  the  1944-45  Egyptian 
cotton  crop  placed  production  at  approxi- 
mately 910,500  bales.  This  is  a  consider- 
able increase  over  last  year's  low  outturn, 
but  is  still  short  of  the  10-year  average 
of  1,730,500  bales  prior  to  1943. 

In  1940-41,  Egyptian  production  was 
about  1,900,100  bales,  but  decreased  stead- 
ily until  this  year,  when  the  decline  was 
stopped.  Egyptian  farmers  grew  1,735,200 
bales  in  1941-42,  877,100  bales  in  1942-43, 
and  the  1943-44  production  at  only  734,600 
bales,  was  the  smallest  crop  since  1895. 
It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  first 
official  estimate  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture is  usually  smaller  than  the  final 
estimate. 
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In  recent  years,  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment, through  its  seed- con t rol  operations, 
has  been  requiring  producers  to  plant  va- 
rieties that  produce  a  longer  staple,  al- 
though the  gin  turnout  and  yield  are  not  as 
high  as  for  the  shorter-staple  varieties. 
In  the  case  of  the  present  crop,  over  three- 
fourths,  or  76.6  percent,  of  the  total  har- 
vest is  estimated  to  be  of  the  long- staple 
types  of  over  1-3/8  inches.  The  longer- 
staple  varieties  are  produced  in  quantity 
only  in  Egypt,  and  they  have  been  in  rela- 
tively good  demand  for  the  production  of  war 
goods.  In  past  years,  the  short-staple 
varieties  had  a  tendency  to  accumulate  in 
surplus  stocks  in  the  country. 

The  anticipated  increase  in  production 
comes  directly  as  a  result  of  larger  planted 
acreage.  The  present  crop  is  being  har- 
vested from  852,949  feddans,  or  approxi- 
mately 885,400  acres.  The  1943-44  area 
planted  to  cotton  was  7  39,800  acres,  in 
1942-43  the  acreage  was  732,700,  while  in 
1941-42  it  had  been  1,706,100  acres.  Look- 
ing forward  to  the  coming  crop  year,  the 
Egyptian  Government  recently  issued  a  decree 
permitting  an  increase  in  the  cotton  acre- 
age. Under  the  decree  regulating  the  plant- 
ing of  the  present  crop,  cotton  acreage'was 
limited  to  22  percent  of  the  cultivated  land 
in  the  Northern  "^bne  of  the  Delta  and  to  15 
percent  in  all  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try. The  new  law  permitted  planting  up  to 
27  percent  of  the  cultivated  area  in  the 
Northern  Zone,    and  to  20  percent  elsewhere. 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

CANADIAN  FR'MT  ESTIMATES  CONTINUE  HI3HER 
THAN  THOSE  0^  LAST  YEAR 

On  October  3  the  final  officiat  esti- 
mate of  the  season  placed  the  Canadian  apple 
crop  at  15,339,100  bushels  as  compared  with 
12,892,000  bushels  in  1943.  The  final  esti- 
mate of  this  year  was  slightly  smaller  than 
the  earlier  forecasts. 

Prospects  in  Nova  Scotia  have  declined. 
On  September  15,  the  hurricane  that  swept 
the  Atlantic  coast  knocked  down  about  10 
percent  of  the  Nova  Scotia  crop.  A  con- 
siderable part  of  the  windfalls  have  been 
salvaged,   however.     The  final   1944  estimate 


placed  the  crop  in  this  section  at  5,229,600 
bushels  as  compared  with  4,846  ,  300  in  1943. 

In  British  Columbia  apple  crop  pros- 
pects have  improved  throughout  the  season. 
The  final  estimate  in  this  producing  region 
is  6,587,500  bushels,  or  some  2,154,300 
bushels  over  the  1943  figure. 

In  New  Brunswick  the  final  estimate  was 
270,000  bushels  as  against  330,000  bushels 
in  1943.  The  final  estimate  for  Ouebec* was 
900,000  bushels  as  against  911,000  for  the 
previous  year.  The  apple  crop  in  Ontario 
has  been  estimated  at  2,352,000  bushels, 
which  is  about  the  same  as  the  1943  figure 
of  2,  37  1,  800  bushels. 

The  Canadian  pear  crop  is  estimated 
slightly  higher  than  that  of  1943.  The  cur- 
rent estimate  is  671,300  bushels  as  against 
636,800  bushels  for  last  year.  The  crop  is 
larger  in  Nova  Scotia  and  British  Columbia, 
but   shows  a  considerable  drop  in  Ontario. 

Plum  production  is  up  from  last  year, 
running  391,000  bushels  for  this  year  as 
compared  with  363,300  for  1943.  Peache* 
have  shown  a  marked  increase  over  the  1943 
estimate.  The  September  estimate  places  the 
crop  at  1,714,400  bushels,  which  is  more 
than  1,000,000  bushels  larger  than  the  poor 
harvest  of  1943.  Grape  production  is  up, 
being  placed  at  55,083,500  pounds,  or  more 
than  1,000,000  pounds  higher  than  in  1943. 

MEXICO  INCREASES 
BANANA  PLANTINGS 

New  large-scale  plantings  of  bananas 
have  been  made  along  the  T^an- American  high- 
way in  the  Huasteca  section  of  the  States  of 
San  Luis  Potosi  and  Veracruz.  The  persons 
interested  in  the  venture  indicate  that  the 
bananas  will  be  transported  to  border  points 
by  large  refrigerated  trucks.  Previously 
only  limited  quantities  of  this  fruit  have 
moved  to  the  United  States  from  small  scat- 
tered plantations.  The  new  development  will 
include  overhead  irrigation  and  spraying 
systems,  the  first  to  be  used  in  Mexico. 
It  is  planned  to  establish  control  methods 
of  Sigatoka  similar  to  those  employed  in 
the  banana -producing  countries  of  Central 
America.  In  addition  to  bananas,  fresh 
vegetables  will  be  grown  for  the  winter 
market  of  the  United  States. 
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HURRICANE  DESTROYS  CROPS 
IN  MEXICAN  GULF  STATES 

A  hurricane,  which  swept  in  from  the 
Car ribean  across  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  on 
September  19  and  struck  the  Mexican  mainland 
between  Ciudad  del  Carmen  in  Campecbe  and 
Coatzacoalcos  in  Veracruz,  destroyed  crops 
of  corn,  beans,  and  bananas.  The  main  force 
of  the  storm  moved  through  the  important 
banana-producing  area  of  Tabasco,  which  lies 
between  the  two  cities  mentioned  above. 
Many  of  the  banana  plantations  were  de- 
stroyed by  high  winds  and  the  floods  which 
accompanied  the  storm.  It  was  the  worst 
blow-down  recorded  for  several  years. 

Damage  was  also  extensive  in  the  States 
of  Oaxaca  and  Veracruz.  According  to  press 
reports,  most  of  the  large  rivers  overflowed 
their  banks.  The  Papaloapan  River,  over- 
flowing at  Cosmaloapan  and  Tlacotalpan  in 
Veracruz,  caused  a  complete  loss  of  corn, 
beans,  and  tomatoes  in  adjacent  areas.  De- 
liveries of  fresh  vegetables  and  milk  were 
interrupted  in  the  port  of  Veracruz  between 
September  19  and  25  because  highway  and 
railroad  communications  were  at  a  stand- 
still. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

DROUGHT  AFFECTS  LIVESTOCK 
IN  ARGENTINA  AND  PARAGUAY 

Continued  lack  of  rainfall  in  the  Pa- 
rana' River  area  throughout  the  month  of 
September  has  resulted  in  an  extraordinary 
drop  in  the  river  water  level.  Pastures 
and  livestock  in  that  area,  which  lies  in 
both  Argentina  and  Paraguay,  have  suffered 
adversely,  and  river  traffic  has  almost 
ceased. 

Paraguay  has  probably  felt  the  effects 
of  the  drought  more  than  Argentina,  as  the 
almost  complete  stoppage  of  shipping  during 
the  last  half  of  September  has  deprived  it 
of  butter  and  other  staples  from  Argentina, 
on  which  it  depends  for  its  day-to-day  sup- 
plies. 

All  the  meat- freezing  companies  in  Par- 
aguay were  to  discontinue  operations  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  effective  October  5. 
Packing  house   slaughter   for   the  year  is 


estimated  at  148,800  cattle,  compared  with 
161,000  head  in  1943.  As  a  result  of  the 
drought,  cattle  have  been  marketed  at  less- 
than- average  weights,  and  beef  output  is 
estimated  to  be  20  percent  below  last  year. 
The  Paraguayan  Meat  Corporation  is  slaugh- 
tering" now  for  domestic  consumption,  but  is 
averaging  only  100  to  150  head  daily  instead 
of  average  requirements  of  225  head. 

The  continued  drought  has  caused  cattle 
losses  to  be  heavier  than  normal  in  the 
southern  Chaco  and  in  the  Province  of  Mis- 
siones.  The  Chaco  from  Pinasco  north,  while 
dry,  has  sustained  limited  losses.  As  the 
southern  Argentine  Chaco  also  suffered  dry 
weather,  the  cattle  received  in  Paraguay 
from  that  source  were  also  underweight. 

Pastures  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  main  cattle  zone  of  Argentina,  that  is, 
in  the  section  adjacent  to  the  Parana'  River, 
have  suffered  considerably.  Pastures  are 
reported  as  extremely  poor  in  the  Provinces 
of  Santa  Fe,  Cordoba  and  Ehtre  Rios.  The 
winter  (June -August)  drought  in  Santa  Fe 
and  Co'rdoba  is  said  to  be  comparable  in" 
intensity  to  those  of   1933  and  1916. 

The  river  had  reached  an  all-time  low 
by  the  end  of  September,  and  shipping  both 
north  to  Paraguay  and  south  to  Buenos  Aires 
had  practically  come  to  a  standstill.  There 
i  s  /io  indication  of  relief  or  immediate 
improvement  in  the  pasture  conditions  or  in 
the  movement  of  river  traffic,  although  the 
river  normally  rises  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber. Of  the  principal  commodities  affected, 
besides  those  mentioned,  are  Paraguayan 
hides,  which  are  shipped  through  Buenos 
Ai  res. 

SEPTEMBER  HURRICANE  CAUSED  LIVESTOCK 
LOSSES  IN  MEXICO 

As  a  result  of  the  hurricane  whicn 
struck  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  on  September 
19,  extremely  heavy  rains  have  fallen  in  the 
States  of  Veracruz,  Oaxaca,  and  Tabasco  in 
Mexico.  Most  of  the  large  rivers  over- 
flowed, flooding  the  country.  Many  cattle 
and  other  livestock  were  lost,  and  the  corn 
crop  in  Veracruz  was  reported  as  a  total 
loss.  This  area  is  an  important  cattle  and 
hog  producing  section,  and  the  surplus  is 
marketed  in  Mexico  City. 


October  16,  1944 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Page  181 


Hurricane  losses  of  livestock  may  cause 
the  meat  shortage  in  that  city  to  be  even 
worse  than  it  was  before.  Steps  were  taken 
by  the  Mexican  Government  early  in  this  year 
to  relieve  the  meat  shortage  in  the  capital 
and  other  large  consuming  centers  by  re- 
stricting exports  of  cattle  to  the  United 
States  to  500,000  head.  It  was  believed 
that  this  measure  would  result  in  a  larger 
movement  of  cattle  to  Mexico  City  from  the 
northern  Mexican  States,  which  normally 
market  them  in  the  United  States  since  it  is 
the  most  accessible  market. 

DANISH  LIVESTOCK  MAKE  SOME  RECOVERY 
FROM  WARTIME  LOW 

Results  of  the  annual  Danish  livestock 
census  of  July  1944  show  that  the  good  feed- 
grain  harvests  of  1942  and  1943  have  re- 
sulted in  a  substantial  recover  in  Danish 
cattle  and  hogs  from  the  low  level  to  which 
they  were  reduced  in  the  summer  of  1942. 
Cattle  numbers  have  increased  10  percent 
since  that  year,  hogs  72  percent,  and  horses 
4  percent.  Sheep  have  increased  throughout 
the  war  period. 

Despite  these  increases,  however,  num- 
bers of  cattle  and  hogs  are  still  below  the 
1939  total.  Cattle  numbers,  estimated  at 
3,170,000  this  year,  and  hogs,  at  2,045,000, 
have  reached  only  97  percent  and  65  percent, 
respectively,  of  the  1939  figures. 

A  reduction  in  total  sow  numbers  of  14 
percent  since  July  1943,  and  an  even  greater 
reduction  in  the  number  of  bred  sows,  in- 
dicated that  the  upward  trend  in  hog  numbers 
of  recent  months  has  been  checked  and  that 
some  reduction  may  be  expected. 


Sheep  numbers  had  reached  the  high 
level  of  205,000  by  July  1944,  which  was  the 
largest  number  reported  in  that  country 
since  the  233,000  enumerated  in  1926.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  world  war,  Denmark 
supported  about  500,000  sheep,  but  the  num- 
ber declined  steadily  until  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  war  there  were  only  143,000. 

The  number  of  horses  is  now  estimated 
at  612,000  and  exceeds  the  pre-war  total  by 
3  percent.  Horses  over  3  years  old  show  a 
decrease  of  3  percent  compared  with  pre-war, 
whereas  the  number  of  foals  under  1  year  and 
colts  1  to  3  years  show  material  increases. 

Three  factors  contributed  to  the  un- 
precedented decline  in  livestock  numbers 
between  July  1941  and  July  1942.  These 
factors  are  as  follows:  (1)  Livestock  were 
feeling  the  full  effects  of  the  cutting  off 
of  foreign  feed  supplies  by  the  naval  block- 
ade; (2)  the  1941  feed  crops  were  poor;  and 
(3)  German  requisitions  of  Danish  livestock 
and  meat  were  heavy. 

DENMARK!  Number  of  livestock, 
July  1944  with  comparisons  a/ 


CLASSIFICATION 


Cattle,  total.. 

Cows  and 
hei  f ers  b/ . . 
Hogs ,   total  . . . 

Sows   

Sheep   

Horses,    total  . 

Over  3  years. 


1939 

19  42 

19  43 

1944 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

3,271 

:  2,870 

3,  028 

3,  170 

1,614 

:   1,  391 

1,462 

1,550 

3,  133 

1,  189 

2,011 

2,045 

383 

172 

240 

206 

143 

182 

186 

205 

594 

590 

601 

612 

432 

429 

423 

421 

Official    sources.      a/  On    farms.      b/  In  milk. 


LATE  REGIONAL  DEVELOPMENTS 


DROUGHT  ALONG  THE  PARANA  RIVER 
SERIOUSLY  IMPEDES  TRANSPORTATION 

3y  the  last  week  of  September  the  ex- 
traordinary drought  along  the  Parana  River 
had  caused  almost  the  complete  stoppage  of 


shipping  to  Asuncion  and  the  upper  Parana', 
depriving  Paraguay  of  butter,  fruits,  vege- 
tables and  other  staples  from  Argentina 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Con- 
sidering that  Paraguay  depends  largely  on 
that  source  of  supply  for  a  substantial  part 
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of  its  daily  necessities,  the  importance  of 
this  lack  of  transportation  becomes  very 
apparent.  Imports  of  all  kinds  are  falling 
off,  but  shortages  are  more  noticeable  in 
the  staple  foodstuffs  lines  than  any  other. 
They  are  increasingly  apparent,  however,  in 
most  repair  parts  and  hardware  items. 

It  was  expected  that  the  motor  ferries 
between  Barranqueras  and  Corrientes  would 
also  have  to  be  suspended,  as  the  river 
was  barely  deep  enough  at  Barranqueras  for 
the  ferries'  draft.  The  transportation  of 
products  that  are  normally  brought  to  Duenos 
Aires  by  river  barge  to  be  exported  to  the 
United  States  was  beginning  to  be  seriously 
impeded.  The  principal  conworli  ti  es  affected 
were  quebracho  and  Paraguayan  hides. 

Vessels  controlled  by  the  War  Shipping 
Administration  scheduled  to  load  cargoes  of 
corn   at  "osario   had  been  held  in  Buenos 


Aires  as  a  safety  measure.  This  had  placed 
a  further  strain  on  the  river  barges,  which 
were  already  overtaxed  in  transporting  grain 
from  Eosario.  Under  normal  conditions  this 
grain  would  have  been  loaded  on  ocean-going 
vessel s. 

Because  of  the  continued  drought,  the 
water  level  did  not  rise  as  is  usual  in 
September,  but  rains  on  September  30  and 
October  1  and  2  in  Santa  Fe  and  Entre  Fios 
relieved  the  drought  somewhat,  and  an  8-hour 
rain  fell  in  and  around  Asuncion,  "araguay, 
on  September  24.  This  was  insufficient  to 
help  the  local  water  supply,  but  it  pre- 
vented further  loss  to  the  present  growing 
crops.  Many  of  the  private  wells,  upon 
which  Asuncion  residents  depend,  were  drying 
up,  and  the  city  was  encountering  great 
difficulty  in  trying  to  supply  water  by 
tank -truck  deliveries. 
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